SPECIALISM   AND   PREVENTIVE   MEDICINE
Dr. Brocklesby, in a fashionable London practice, and became
physician to St. George's Hospital. A man of great energy and
diligence. Young was a student of many subjects. His researches
on the mechanism of the eye were followed by a series of lectures
on Natural Philosophy at the Royal Institution, which contained
many original ideas and afterwards appeared in print.1 He took
up the study of optics where Newton had left it, and contributed
a number of papers on the subject to the Royal Society. He also
wrote a number of articles on physics for the Encyclopaedia Britannica.
Another of Thomas Young's achievements, which occupied the
later years of his life, was his interpretation of the hieroglyphic
inscriptions of the Rosetta Stone, a block of basalt discovered in
Egypt in 1799 which was transferred to the British Museum after
the French capitulation (cf. p. 274).
Worthy to stand beside Helmholtz and Young as a pioneer of
ophthalmology was FRANZ CORNELIUS BONDERS (1818-89), the
Professor of Physiology at Utrecht, whose great work, The Anomalies
of Refraction and Accommodation, was published in English in 1864
and is the foundation of all subsequent studies. In this work he
differentiated the various errors of refraction, and indicated how
they might be corrected. From 1862 until his death, Bonders
devoted all his time to the practice and study of ophthalmology,
and acquired an international reputation.
Another physiologist who turned his attention to ophthal-
mology was Sir WILLIAM BOWMAN (i8i6-g2).2 Buring the early
part of his career, while he was Bemonstrator of Anatomy at
King's College, London, he made a number of important dis-
coveries relating to the minute structure of muscle and to the
physiology of the kidney ; indeed, Sir Michael Foster called him
"the Father of the Kidney,53 so greatly did he extend the knowledge
of the microscopic structure of that organ.3 He also discovered
the basement membrane of the cornea, which bears his name.
In 1846 he joined the staff of the Royal Ophthalmic Hospital
at Moorfields, and from that time devoted all his attention to
diseases of the eye.4 For many years he was the leader of ophthal-
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